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CN SOME REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS FROM THE
NORTHERN TERRITORY

Py ArTHUR LOVERIDGE (L
{ Communicated Ly H. Womersley)

In herpetological literature of a century ago Port Darwin and Port Essing-
ton frequently appeared as type localitics of considerable importance. Since those
days relatively little has been added ta our knowledge of the herpetofauna of
Australia’s Northern Territavy, It was, therefore, with considerable satisfaction
that the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard University received part
of the collections made during 1944 and 1945 hy Mr. T. R. Tavell of the Aus-
tralian Imperial Force. particulurly so as it contained half-a-dozen species un-
represented in the museum’s collection, of which vne—Tvphlops fovelli—~had 1o
be described as new.

Unfortunately, the data accompanying the first consignment was not toa
precise.  Subsequently, Mr. Tovell kindly supplied me with the following
mformation about the localities which had originally heen stwnmarised as “near
Darwin".

They are Batchelor. at about 60 miles south of Darwin; Berrima and
Knuckey's Lagoon, about Y miles: Koonowarra, ahout 7 nuiles; and Noonamah,
ahout 24 miles south of Darwin,

Tyrucors toviryr ( Loveridge)

Typhlops tovelli 1overidge, 1945, Proc. Biol. Soe. Washington, 58, L11:
Koonowarra Sports Ground, Northern Territory, Australia,

2 (M.C.Z. 48844-5), Kponowarra Sports Ground,

Midbody scale rows 20; snout rounded, nasal cleft proveeding from preocular.
Diameters inclnded in total length 36-40 times.  Total length, 122 (1185 4+
3+3) o,

Typurors GURNTHERL Peters

Typhlops (Onychocephalus) guentheri Peters, 1865, Monatsh, Akad. Wiss.
erlin, 259, pl. ——, fig. 1: Northern Australia.

1 (M.C.Z. 48843). Batchelor.

Midhody scale-rows 18; snout rounded ; nasal cleft proceeding from second
Jabial, Dimmneter 2:75 mm., included in total length 63 times. Total length
175 (172:5 4+ 2+5) mm.

This hlind snake appears 1o be closely related to 1. wiedil Peters of Brisbane,
Oueensland. W would be interesting to know whether this black-tailed species
carrics thé tail upraised lle a false head, after the manner of the Asiatic Muticora,
the African Chilorlinophis, the American Apostolepis, ete.

NATREIY MAIRI MAtki (Gray)

Tropidonotus mairii Gray, 1841, in Grey, Journ. Iixped. West Australia,
2, 442: Austraha.

11 hatchings (M.C.Z, 48851-61), Winneliie near Darwin,

Midbody scale-rows 15; ventrals 136-146; anals 2; subcandals 56-61; upper
labials &, the third, fourth and fifth entering the orbit. excepl on right side of
M.C.Z. 48838 where third and fourth are fused resulting in 7 labials; lower
lahials &, the lirst five in contact with the anterior chin shield; preoculars 1.

) Museum oi Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Mass,, [1.5,A.
Vieatw, Moy, Suc, S, Aust, 72, (2), 30 Maseh 1949,
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except ou lelt side of M.CZ. 48859 where there are 2; postoculars 3, Total
fength about 187 (147 4+ 40) .

These eleven young were taken {rom a baich of twelve eggs, one of which
had already hatehed, found about 20 April, 1.4, at the begimung of the dry seasan,
beneath a pile of rubhish. When found some eggs were single;, others slightly
cemented together in twos or threes. They measured approximately 25 x 16wy,
(T. R.T.).

- Trinomials are necessary since the separation by Drongersma (1948) of o
well-defined race in Dutch New Guinea,

CERBERUS RYNCHOPS AUSTRALIS (Lray)

Homalopsis qustralis Gray, 1842, Zool. Misc, 65: Port Essington, Northeri
Territory, Australia.

¢ ¢ (M.CZ) 48346, 488627, Fatiny Bay about 13 miles 7rom Darwin,

Midbody scale-rows 23-25; ventrals 143-144; anals 2: subcaudals 4Y-5]
uostril cleit in contact with second lahial; upper labials 8-10; separated from
orbit by suboculars; 3-4 lower lahiuls in contact with an anterivr chin shiclil.
Larger 2 (M.C.Z. 48862), 587 (486 L 101) mm.

One was found lying at the bottom of a salt pan (T. R. T.). That Cerberus,
and mot Hurria, is the correct name for these water snakes was pointed ont by
Maleobu Smith {1930), and that rynchops, not rhynchops, was Schneider's
originul spelling by Loveridge (1948) when describing a new rage and providing
a key o the genus.

ASPIDOMORPHUS CHRISTIEANTS (Fry)

Psewdelaps christivanus Fry, 1915, Proe. Roy. Soc. Queensland, 27, 91, fig. -

Fort Durwin, Northern Territory, Australia.
¢ {M.C.Z. 48847), near Darwin.

Midbady scale-rows 17; ventrals 195; anals 2; subeaudals 47 lahials 7.
third and fourth entering the orbit. Total length 350 (300 4 50) mun,

This gravid 2, which carrics three eggs each measuring about 26 x 6 mm..
has more ventrals and fewer subcaudals than the topotype &4 already in our
collection.  That Pstudelaps of Duméril is a synonym of Aspidontorphus has
been shown by Brongersma (1934, Zool. Med. Mus. Leiden, 17, 224).

DEMANSIA psamyorirs ( Schlegel)

Elaps psammophis Schlegel, 1837, Phys. Serp.. 2, 455: Australia. Elapa-
cephalus orvnaticeps Macleay, 1878, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W., 2, 221 PPort Dat-
win, Northern Territory, Australia,

& @ (M.CZ. 48848-9), Batchelor and Berrima.

Midbody scale-rows 15; ventrals 180-181; anals 2: subcaudals 70 ( 2)
-91 (&) pairs; upper labials O, the third and fourth cntering the orbit. Total
length of ¢ (M.C.Z. 48848), 290 (232 —- 58) mm.

The hiead of the young @ 1s black abave and scarcely distinet from the deep
black nuchal bar; the body is fawn, each scale with a somewhat paler edge, The
head of the older & is olive with the markings described by Macleay.

I follow Iinghorn (1942, 118). who has had the advantage of examining
much more material, in relegating ornaticeps, ol which these specimens are almpst
topotypes, to the synonymy. IHowever, the bame proposed by Macleay was
Elapocephatns, not Llapegnalfins as cited by Kinghorn, Kinghorn's conclusion
appears to haye been based largely on the highly variable colouration, known tn
change with age, 1 would suggest the possibility af a northern race with mare
nomerous suheaudals for which the name olivares Gray, 1842, would be available.
I the Australian Museum's material could be sexed and arranged geographically
to supplement that furnished by Roulenger (1896, 322-324), while ignoring
Boulestger's arrangement based on colour, the poini might be settled.
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DEMANSTA TEXTILIS NUCHALIS (Giinther)

Pseudonajo nuchalis Glinther, 1838, Car. Smakes Fnt. Mus., 3, 227: Port
Essington, Northern Territory, Australia
& (M.C.Z, 48850), near Noonamal,
Midhody scale-rows 17 ventrals 197; anals 25 subcaudals 63 pairs; upper
labials 6.7 (leit and vight), the 1hird and fourth entering the orbit. Total lengtii
ot &, 1130+ (940 + 1907) mim.

HereronoTa pixokr Gray

Heteranola binoci Gray, 1845, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus., 174; Tloutman's Abrolhos,

Western Australia,
18 (M.C.Z 48801-6), Batclelor or Berrima.

Dorsal tubercles keeled, i 12-16 rows, tsually 14; preanal pores of eiglt
males 4-5. Largest 2 (M.C.Z. 4880t), 105 (48 - 57) mm.

By day these geckos hide under any ohjeet not of tin or iron; the heat of
which iz too great during the noon honrs (1. R TL).

DrrLopacTyYLUS SIUNIGERUS CiaARLs Boulenger
Diplodactylus ciliovis Doulenger, 1885, Cat. |z, Drit. Mus., 1, 98, pl. viii,
fig. 2: Port Darwin, Northern Territory, Australia.
Juv, (M.C.Z. 45807 ), near Darwiny,
Dorsal tubercles f(lat, forming 2 ill-defined rows; no pores.  Length, 33
(32 +21) mm,
OrDURA RHOMBIFER Gray
Qedura rhombifer Gray, 1844, Zeol, Erebus & Terror, Rept., pl. xvi, fig. 6:
Australia,
g (M.C.Z.}, near Darwin.
DNorsals granular, small; femoral pores 12 -+ 12, being separated in preanal
region hy five scales; tail depressed, aval. Length 87 (43 4 44) mm.
The shape of the tail conflicts with Boulenger's redescription and conforms
to what has been noted by Kinghorn (1942, 120).
Sinee the separation of the African geckos under the name of Afrocdura
(Loveridge, 1944), the range of Oedura is restricted to the Australian tregion,

GEFIVRA VARIEGATA ATSTRALIS Gray
Gehyra australis Gray, 1845, Car. Liz, Brit, Mus,, 163: Port Essington and
Swan River, Australia.
g ¢ (M.C.Z 43864-3), near Darwin,
Dorsals granunlar, small; preanal pares L4+ in male; scansors not separated
by a median groove, Length of 2. 124 (62 4 62) mm.; 2, 109 (33 4 36) nnuy.
Taken in au old building at McMillan’s ('L, R. T.). Gehyra (part) Gray,
1834, antedates the nse of Peropns Wicgmann, 1835, for this genus.

DrporTPHORA BILINEATA Gray

Diporiphora bilincata Gray, 1842, Zaol. Misc., 34: Port Essington, Northerit
Territory, Australia.

5 (M.C.Z. 48808-11), Batchelor or Berrima.

Gular fold absent ; preanal pores 2 in male; tail twice the length of head and
hody. T.ength af & (M.CZ. 48808), 179 (52 127) mm.; ¢ (M.C.Z. 48809),
166 (35 -+ 111) mm,

TrLQua sCINcoines scTNenInEs ( Shaw)
Lacera scincoides Shaw, 1790, in White, Journ. Voyage N.SW., App,, 242,

pl. ———: New South Wales,
Juv. (M.C.Z. 48817), Berrima.
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Midbody scale-rows 36; anlerior temporal as long us lerparietal ; torelimb
shorter than head and contained about twice in distance from axilla to groin.
Length, 154 (102 - 52) mm.

In view of its small size the proportions of this skink are interesting for eom-
parison with those of the New Guinea race—T7. 5. gigas (Schueider).

[LyGosowa (SPUENOMORPHUS) TAENIOLATUA TAENIGLATUM (Shiw)

Lacerta tacuiolota Shaw, 1790, in White, Journ. Voyage N.5.W., App.. 245,
ph xxexii, fig. 1 New South Wales,

3 (M.CZ. 48818-20), Batchelor or Derrima.

Midbady scale-tows 24-26; prefrontaly separated, Al three are immature.

Owing to the findings of Malcolm Smith (1937, 213), Sphenomorphuys and
Leiolopisma are relegated with some wmisgivings o their former status of sub-
genera or, as Smith prefers to call them, “sections”.

[Lycosoma (SPUHENOMORPIIUS) FISCUERN Doulenger

Lygoasama fischeri Boulenger, 1887, Cat. Liz. Brit, Mus., 3, 228;;: nn. for
L. muclleri Fischer (preac. ), 1882, Arch, Naturg., 295, pl. xvi, {ig. 16-19: Nicol
Bay, Western Australia.

' 2 (M.C.Z. 48821-2). Datebelor or Berrima.

Midhody scale-rows 30; prefrontals separated; colouring  characteristic
Tength of @, 143 (49 4+ 94) mm.

Fncysted nematodes gre numerons on external surface of stomach.

LycosoMa (SPHENGMORPHUS) ISOULEPIS 1SOLEPLS Moulenger
. g

Lygosoma isolepis Bonlenger, 1887, Cat. Tiz. Brit. Mus., 3, 234, pl, xv, lig. 1.
Nical Bay and Swan River, Western Australia.
e (M.C.Z. 48823), Batchelor or Berrima,
Midbody scale-rows 30; limellae beneath fourth toe 23. length of ¢, 149
(72 ~}-77) mnw, but tail-tip regenerated,
Agrecing in all respects with the typical form rather than with L. 1. forrest
Kinghorn (1932, 358), this gravid 2 holds Tour eggs measuring about 12 x 7 mn.

Lycosoma (LEl0LOPISMA) PECTORALE (De Vis)

Heteropus pecloralis De Vis, 1883, Proc. Roy. Soc. QId, 1, 169: Warro,
Port Curtis, Quecnsland,

14 (M.C.Z, 48826-36), Batchelor or Berrima,

Midbaody scale-rows 26-32 ; lamellae benecath fourth toe 19-27, in one specimen
there are 24 on the right and 27 on the Ieit toe. Targest & (M.C.Z. 48826).
118 (41 +77) rmun.

In addition there were 13 damaged examples from same series or “near
Dartwin”, which were not retained.  All but iwo of them were of the strongly
keeled pectorale type, two others with dark throats represent the synonym
mundum De Vis (1883), their dorsal scales being almost smoath vet faintly
tricarinate dorso-laterally, .

A large specimen was recovered [rom the stomach of a Linlis burtonis. In
the axilla of avother of these skinles were some mites ( Trombicnlg sp.n.), ot
whose idenfification I am indebted to Mr. H. Womersley of the South Australian
Museam. The species will he described in Mr, Womersley's  forthcoming
monogriph.

Lycosona (LycosoMa) PUNCTULATEM Pefers

Lygosoma punctidatume Peters, 1871, Monatsh. Akad. Wiss. Berlin, 646,

pl. ——— fig. 5: T"ort Bowen, Queensland.
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1 (M.C.Z. 48866), Winncllic, near Darwin,
Midbody scale-rows 20; digits 5; tocs 3; lamellae beneuth fourth toe 14,
[.ength 118 (444 74) mm,
In life brown with a coppery sheen (T, R. T.).

Lycosowva (1.YG0S0MA ) PUMILIUM Boulenger

Lygosoua pumilion Boulenger, 1887, Cat. iz, Drit. Mus. 3, 323 Cape
York, Queensland.

2 (M.C.Z. 48834-5), Batchelor or Rerrima.

Midbody seale-raws 20; digits 5; toes 5; lawellae beneath fourth toc 18-1%
Larger measures 91 (41 4 50) mm.

The alleged difference in rclative size of nostril and ear-opening between
pumilium and punctilatwn is nol apparent. L. pumiloor seems o be closely
related to crassicaudmin which Maleolm Smith (1937, 322) refers to his new
section Ictiscincus,

ABLEPHARUS BOUTONIT METALLICUS Boulenger
Ablepharus boutonii var. metallicys Boulenger, 1887, Cat. Liz. Dnt. Mus,,
3, 347 : North Australia.
4 (M.C.Z. 48337, 48867, Batchelor or Berrina,
Midbody seale-rows 22-24; lapiellae beneath fourih toe 17-20.  Largest only
measures 93 (38 -1- 35) wmm.
In life iridescent grey with black markings. Found on trecs and posts, not
wnder logs or in grass. A very active skink (T. R. T.).

ARLEPTIARUS LiNEQOCELLATUS LINEOOCELLATUS Dumeril and Bibron
Ablepharus linco-ocellatus Duméril and Bibron, 1839 Erpél. Gen,, 5, 817:
Australia.
5 (M. C.Z, 48838-42), Batchelor ar Berrima.
Midbody scale-rows 24-26; lamellae benealh [ourth toc 17-18; supranasa's
absent. All young, the smallest only 29+ (14+ 15+) nmnv, its tail-tip wissing. This
little smake-eyed skink disgorged a spider.

DELMA FRASER!T FRASERT Gray
Delina fraseri Gray, 1831, Zool, Misc., 14:  Western Australia.
4 (M.C.Z. 43812-5), Batchelor or Berrima,

Snout a5 long as, or longer than, the distance between eye and cat;
frontonasals in 2 pairs; fourth labial below eye; midbody scale-rows 16
anals 3, except in M.C.Z. 48814, where the wedge-shaped central seale fails 1o
reach the anal border. Largest measures 75 mm. from snout to anus, tail missing,

All taken beneath rocks; quite common in this area (T, R, T.),

Liaris nurTonts Gray
Lialis burtonis Gray. 1834, Proc, Zool. Soc, London, 134: New South Wales.
o (M.C.Z. 48816), Berrima.,

Rostral twice as broad as high; upper labials 14; preanal pores 4; colour
form punctulate. Length of ¢, 260 (200 + 60) mm., but tail regenerating.

The oviducts of this gravid g held two undeveloped eggs measuring about
20 x 12 mm. In its stomach is a skink (Lygesoma peciorale} measuring 49 mm.
from suoul to anus.

CycLorana AUSTRALIS (Gray)
Alvtes australis Gray, 1842, Zool. Misc., 36 North coast of Australia, i,
Tort Essinglon, Northern Territory, Australia,
2 (M.C.Z. 26002), McMillans, near Darwin.
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These juvenile forms are so shrivelled by immersion in strong formalin that
tleir habits might be described as “slender”, f.c., in this tespeet referable tu
alboguttatus (Giinther) of Parker's (1940, 16) key, which differentiates the two
speeies as follows:

Zygoniatic process of the squamosal heavily scolptured and

forming a broud suture with the maxilla, Habitus stount . o anslialis

Zygomatic process not sculptured angd separated from  the

maxilla, or only wvery uarrowly in econtact with it Tlabitos
slender - v allogilladies

Bot Parker (1940, 20) is mistaken in referring part of my (1935, 13)
alboguttatus ro the synonymy of australis and suggesting that the frog (M.C.Z.
11647) from Alexandra (not Alexandria), Northerun Territory, is really an
atisiralis. Tt is true that the frog was received from the British Museum in 1925
as “"Phractops australis” (presnmably identified by Doulenger), but both in zygo-
malic structure and colour pattern it agrees with albogutiatus. That the Dritish
Museum skeleton of another frog taken at Alexandra by the same collector
happens to be qustralis is interesting, {or Parker records both specics as oceurring
at Port Denison, Quecnsland.  Despite (heir close relationship the two species arc
quite distinct.

The larger frog measured 45 mm. and wag talken in a ditch of stagnant water
about six nnles north of Dartwin, the smaller was in sand behind the beach at
Lee Pomt about ten miles north of the town (T. R. T.).

Lim~opyNasTES conveExauscuLus (Macleay)

Ranaster converiysenlus Macleay, 1828, Proc Thdon Soc. NS W, 2, 133,;
Katow, e, Binaturi River, Duteh New Guinea.

5 (MAC.Z. 26003-7), near Darwin,

Vomerine teeth extending well beyond tateral borders of choanace fivst and
second fingers subequal ; inoer metacarpal tuberele slightly longer than the second™
4 singie metatarsal tuberele which is not shoyel-shaped. Largest (M.C.Z. 26003 ).
ieastires 50 i,

In lLife. Above, marbled with black aud grey: the spots sometimes fnely
cdred with white. Below, white vermiculated (with brown). (1. R, T.)

This species has heen reenrded already [rom Darwin by Parker (1940, 54).
As he has scen the type of L. olivacens De Vis, which he refers to the synonymy of
congexiusculus, it must be asswmned that De Vis' deseription of alfiacens as having
two metatarsal fubercles is erroneous,  Parker is quite correct in concluding my
(1935, 19) L. salmini Steindachner is a composite, for botll Oueensland frogs
(M.CZ, 3610, 3623) conform to his new definition of conveaninsculus.

Urerorriy wrcosa ( Andersson)

Pseudaophryne rugose Andersson, 1916, Svensha Vetensk,-Aka. 1andl, 52,

N9, 315 ploi, fige 4 Colossenm, sauthern Queensland.
1 (M.C.Z. 23991), Noanamah,

If correctly identitied, this 18 mm. juvenile is the first example of rugose Lo
he recorded from the Northern Tertftory.  Alse the first ol its species in the
Museum of Comparative ZoGlogy, jur 1 (1935, 31) erred in making rugosa a sub-
species of marmerate aud the five frogs then referred to UL . rugasa are simply
wariperata.  As the ranges are largely co-extensive, Parler (1940, 70) did not
feteet my mistake and the cilation on his p. 70 shodld be tranzferred to p. 69

CRINTA SIGNIFERA sieNIFirA Girard

Crinia (Ranidella) signifera Girard, 1833, Proe, Acad. Wat. Sci. Philadelphia,
6. 421 “"New Iolland,” 7.¢.; Australia,
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8 (M.C.Z, 35999-26000) hnuckey's Lagoon.

All are juvenile, the largest measuring only 12 mm. 3Six of them were taken
heneath a pandanug trunk (T. R. T.).

This is the form to wlich Darwin {rogs ave referred by Parker (1940, 87),
whose synonymizing of my 1935 references is probably correct, for T utilised
or stressed other characters in defining the species of this difficult genus which
be has so thoronghly revised.

Hy1.A cabrulLEA (Shaw)

Kana caerulea Shawo, in White, Jour. Voyage N.SAV,, App,, 248, pl. ——:
Now South Wales.

4 (M.C.Z. 25992.3), Derrima.

Vomerine teeth between the posterior burders of the choanae, from which
they ace well separated : head as long as, or shorter than, broad; snout once aned
a half as long as eye; tytnpanuin two-thirds to seven-eighths the orbital diameter;
outer finger hall webbed; heel ol adpressed hind limb reaches the tympanum ar
eve. Length of & (M.CZ. 25992), 72 mm,, of ¢, 74 mm.

The largest was taken at night on rocky groud, the others betweer sheets
of galvanised irom al Larrakeyah Barracks (T. R. T.).

Hyia rustrLra Gray

I vla rubelle Gray, 1842, Zaol. Mise., 57: Port Essington, Northern ‘Terri-
fory, Australia,

? (M.Z 23998), Knuckey's Lagoon.

Vumerine teeth between the posterior borders of the choanae: head longer
thait broad ; snouwt once and @ half as long as eye; tympannm two-thirds the orhital
diameter ; outer finger without web ; heel of adpressed hind limb reaches shoulder.
[ength of gravid ¢, 32 mm.

Hyra avrea (lesson)

Rena auree Lessou, 1830, Zool. in Duperrey, Voyage autour du Moude
«oosur L La Coquille, 24 60, plo vil, fig. 20 Maequarrie and Bathurst Rivers,
New South Wales.

5 (M.C.Z. 25994-5), Knuckey's Lagooun.

Vomerine teeth between the clicanae ; head as long as, or longer than, hroad;
siout cnee and a half as Tong as oye; tympanum three-quatters of, or equal to, the
orbital dizmeter; outer finger withoul sweb.  Too shrivelled to be  worth
mieasuring.

Hyra xasuta (CGray)

Pelodvies wasula Gray., 1842, Zool. Misc.. 56: Port Hssington, Nortlern
Territory, Australii.

2 (M.C.Z. 26001), near Darwin,

Vomerine teeth hetween the choenac; head muach longer than hroad; snont
vwice as loug as the eyve; tympanun seven-eighths, or equal Lo, the orbital diameter;
puter finger without web; heel of the adpressed hind liml reaches beyoud tip of
sient.  Larger mensures 43 num.

In life greenish-hlack with a hroad brown stripe down centre of back. Found
aneng leaves after burning of spear grass at McMillan's, abost gix nules from
Darwim (T. R, T).

Brermocrarmy
Doviescrr, G, A, 1896  “Catalogue of the Snakes m the DBritish Museum
{ Natural History),” (ed. 2, London), 3, xii 4 575, pls. i-xl
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